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THIS Tranſlation of the following Ora- 
tion, was attempted purely from the 
pleaſure it gave on reading the origi» 


nal: thoſe indeed, who judge entirely . 


of the authors of foreign nations by 
their conformity to their own manners, 
may probably be differently affected; 
but certainly, no intelligent and candid 
reader can refuſe to acknowledge the 
great Judgment and addreſs of the au- 
thor in touching, with ſo much delica- 
cy, ſo great a variety of ſubjects; where 
the ſmalleſt miſtake would have "_ 
_ offence. 
Although liberal of praiſe, his penn 
are very different from flattery, which 
corrupts the heart; they tend to ani- 
mate all thoſe on * they are be- 
ſtowed, with the deſire of excelling in 
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virtue, and to thee edifigatian. of others. 
by the models they ſet before them. 

The good which he fays of LEWIS 
in the firſt part of his oration, 1s ground- 
ed on facts, for the moſt part generally 
known. They are deſcribed with warmth, 
and embelliſhed with eloquence, with- 
ont departing from truth: they are not 
louriſhes of imagination, but diſcover a 
great knowledge of human nature, and 
of mankind, accompanied with Ha 
affectionate loyalty. 

In the ſecond part, the weakneſſes ho 
L£wrs are painted in ſuch a manner as 
to excite compaſſion: and thoſe weak 
neſſes were no leſs known to the world 
than his virtues ; ſo that the illuſtrious 
author, far from nurting the reputation 
of his king, has treated of his faults in 
ſuch a manner, as to ſoften every hu- 
mane mind, by painting the temptations 
with which he was ſurrounded. 

Of this kind is his deſcription of che 
flatteries which continually beſiege the 

cars of princes, to ſeduce and enſnare 


Ef + 
them by vices as men, and to lead them 
into the greateſt political errors as Kings, 
repreſenting the good as evil, and the 
evil as good: this they the more eaſily 
accompliſh, as the characters of indivi- 
duals are ſeldom known to kings. 
The manners of France, no doubt, fa- 
vour the adulation of kings; and the 
great power of the prince increaſes 


the temptation. But the misfortune is 


not peculiar to any one kingdom, there 
are intereſted courtiers and flatterers in 
all; the ambitious are every where, given 


to detraction; they exaggerate the de- 


fects of their rivals, and throw their vir- 
tues into the ſhade. | 
In painting the contentions between 


civil and eccleſiaſtic powers, and the 
convulſions of the ſtate, the Biſhop 
ſhews a prudent moderation, and always 


knows where to ſtop. ' He preſerves his 


. dignity, avoids offence, and ſuggeſts 
_ uſeful leſſons to every order of men. 
The illuſtrious author diſcovers his 


zeal for natural and revealed religions i in 
| is. 


(will 


that the unbelievers of modern times, 
commonly employ their weapons againſt 
both; and in that perhaps they are con- 
ſiſtent with themſelves, the difficulties 
that confound them being of a ſimilar 
nature: by this ſtep they are become no 
leſs enemies to the antient moraliſts than 
to Chriſtianity. 

The antient oppoſers of tha Chriſtian 
religion, of the Platonic ſchool of Ale- 
xandria, were admirers and cultivators, 
of morality and piety, and aimed at re- 


preſenting their own morals as ex- 
tremely pure. They alledged that the 


Chriſtians embelliſhed their religion by 
drawing from the fountains of their phi- 


loſophy; and no doubt, the moſt illuſ- 


trious Greek fathers were converſant in 
the writings of Plato, and admirers of 
his philoſophy. Many of them indeed, 
and particularly Origen, Euſebius, and 


and Clements Alexandrinus, were much 


converſant in the Greek literature; 


2 manner that ſhews he has both very 
much at heart; and it is remarkable, 
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which, far from diſguiſing, they are in- 


ceſſantly quoting: even St. Paul him- | 
ſelf, quotes both Euripides and Ara» 


tus. 


God is the Father of lights; and that 


bis providence extends to all his works; 


they ſee with pleaſure ſentiments wor- 
thy of Chriſtianity in the diſcourſes of 
Epictetus, preſerved by Arrian, in the 


Meditations of Marcus Aurelius, and 


in the philoſophers of the Socratic 
ſchool, and their followers. They know 


that morality and piety are co- natural 
to every upright heart; and that thoſe 


who follow its genuine tendency, in all 


nations, become the friends of God : 


ſuch may often be ſtrangers to written 


revelation, but if expoſed to them in ſim- 


plicity, and in thoſe happy points of light 
| that ſhine with evidence, they can ne- 
ver be its enemies, but muſt rather be 
ſtruck with the union of the ſublime 
and ſimple, ſo fitted to ſave thoſe who 
believe and obey. As Chriſtianity ſur- 


| Enlightened Chriſtians know, that 
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vived all its antzent enemies, there is 
the greateſt reaſon to hope it will ſur- 
vive its modern. Weak muſt be the plan 
of thoſe philoſophers, who would de- 
prive themſelves and mankind of the 
foundations of magnanimity. What ob- 

;ject of truſt can they ſupply, who would 

take away the belief of an infinitely wiſe, 

good, and all-powerful Being. 

It is equally difficult to believe, how | 
- man of ſound underſtanding can be in 

earneſt, or a good man in jeſt, on a ſub- 
Ject ſo intereſting to all. If any man 
ſhould deny the exiſtence of the ſun, 
and maintain that his light had never 
enlightened or warmed this earth, nor 
nouriſhed vegetable and animal life, 
the world would ſuſpect that ſuch a man 
Was either blind, inſenſible, or delirious; 
or that he muſt affirm things contrary 

to the ſtrongeſt conviction of his own 
mind. Can it be more evident that there 
is a fun which enlightens our ſyſtem, 
than that there is a God who placed 

that ſun, and every orb at its proper 


( & ) 


| diſtance, revolving around him in { © 


conſtant, and ſo beautiful an order. 


But I do not believe the exiſtence of 


Eternal Wiſdom, becauſe he is not vift- 


ble to my eyes. Groſs imagination! Is 


not every man conſcious of the opera- 


tion of his underſtanding, perceptive 


powers, and affections, yet they are no 
leſs inviſible? 


# But; the man who denies the ext 


ence of a Creator, is conſiſtent with him- 


ſelf in denying the immort ality of the 
ſoul: for ſo divine a work an eternally 
wiſe and perfect Being alone could pro- 
duce. Such unbelief might bc eaſily ac- 
counted for, if none were unbelievers 
but men conſcious of crimes, whoſe 
| ſouls were ſtung with remorſe, and ter- 
rified by apprehenſions of future puniſh- 


ments. Nor would it appear at all ſur- 
priſing, if ſouls, whoſe nobler faculties 
are benummed by unceaſing diſſipati- 
on, and an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of 


animal paſſions, become unconſcious of 
their rational powers; ſhould imagine 
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A all is animal life, beginning * 9 


ending with the body. But that men 


of learning and genius, on whom the 
Author of nature hath beſtowed many 


endowments, ſhould not diſcern their 


inviſible Benefactor, is not a little ſur- 
priſing. For what greater inſenſibility 


could the dulleſt of mankind, or even 


the brutes themſelves, diſcover? Can 
any man think it more honourable, to 


be the offspring of unconſcious matter, 


than of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs: 
But the unbeliever may perhaps ſay, 
„ would willingly believe, but I want 


evidence. Our idea of creation is com- 


pletely obſcure.” lt muſt be very obſcure 
to one born blind, to conceive how ather | 
people ſee; yet, notwithſtanding this 
obſcurity, he believes on teſtimony. The 
changes that are conſtantly going on in 


the animal, vegetable, and mineral king- 
doms, are univerſally acknowledged to 


be undoubted facts; although the man- 
ner in which thoſe changes are produ- 
-  ced are latent. It is impoſſible that we 


f,. f v9 &- 


car e 2 how idea of creation, while 
we are ignorant- of the eflence of the 
thing created; and know only thoſe 
properties we are acquainted with, from 


%. 


obſervation and experience, 


It is impoſſible we ſhould have a a 


idea of the manner of the divine opera- 


tions, while we are altogether ignorant 
of the manner of the divine exiſtence. 


lt belongs to man to attend to the limits 


of his underſtanding. All truths necef- 
ſary to his perfection and happineſs are 


plain. 


The evidence of all thoſe adde that 
concern human perfection and felicity, 
appear in a ſtronger light in proportion 
as men attain more of the divine reſem- 
blance: for without purity of mind we 
can never conceive worthily of God, 
nor even of our own nature; but moral 
goodneſs, expanding the ſoul, diſcovers 
by inward conſciouſneſs, its divine ori- 
ginal, and God: like nature. We can no 
longer doubt of immortality, while we 
enjoy, even in this mortal ſtate, the be- 


(= ) 
ginnings of eternal life, and carry with- | 
in us an inexhauſtible ſource of conſo- 
lation in all the misfortunes to which 
this preſent life is ſubject. ö 

It is by ſuch preparations of mind, 
that we can more eaſily enter into the 
true ſpirit of Chriſtianity, as a religion 
worthy of God, ſuited to the weakneſs} 
of man, and producing the ſaluta- 
ry effects on the moſt ſimple. Thoſe 
who endeavour to comprehend the plan 
of providence with which it is connec- 
ted, will find matter enough to employ ; 
their genius, without ever being able 
to exhauſt the ſubject. 
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LEWIS XV. 


THE WEIL L- BELOVE D, 


* 1. 8 
| OF 
FRANCE AND 1 NAVARRE. 


vovere, ET REDDITE DOMINO DEO VESTRO 


—TERRIBILI ET EI QUI AUFERT SPIRITUM 
 PRINCIPUM: TERRIBILI APUD REGES 
1 o P$AL. Ixxv. 11. 12. 
„v.., AND PAY UNTO THE LORD YOUR GOD 

«© —TO THE TERRIBLE, WHO TAKES AWAY 

« THE LIFE OF PRINCES: HE IS TERRIBLE 

6c TO THE KINGS OF THE EARTH.” 


'MONSEIGNEUR, 5 
I T is but a little time ſince 1 an- 
nounced the divine word to your 


auguſt grandfather; when 1 ſpoke | 


* Mons1Evs, the king's eldeſt brother; 
not addreffed ſo by ſubjects. 
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to him of his people, and his heart 
ſeemed ſo touched with the pu- 
blic miſery; alas Who had fofe- 
ſeen the terrible ſtroke with which 
he was threatened? Already the 
inviſible ſword of death was hung 
over that auguſt head. Alas! who 
had thought that we could then | 
lay to him, in a ſenſe ſo literal, 
Let forty days *,” and you ſhall 
de carried into the fepulchre of 
Four fathers, and that ſame voice 
vhich you this moment hear ſhall 
3 be the interpreter of the mourn- | 
ing of your people at your fune- 
ral. Weak mortals, let us humble 
ourſelves before the terrible God, 
who takes away the life of prin- 
ces, before God, terrible to the 
kings of the earth. 


FIG * Adbuc quadraginta dies. Jonas, i it, 4 


OF: LEWIS XV. 3 


© deplorable frailty of human 
life! O the weakneſs! O the va- 
nity of the power and majeſty of 
kings! LEWIS appeared to enjoy 


a health fo firm and flouriſhing: | 
that we contemplated with joy 


on that majeſtic forehead the pre- 


ſage of a longer reign for the 
| Felicity of the monarchy ; when 
behold the contagion, that for 
ages has added to human miſe- 


Ds 
ries, to which we. flattered our- 


ſelves the king had long ſince 


paid the fatal tribute, which feems 
to have extended over all mortals; 


| behold that ſcourge ſo fatal to 
the blood of aur maſters, comes 


ſuddenly to the midſt of the court, 


and there ſ preads trouble and con- 
ſternatioͤn. 
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You till tremble, gentlemen, 
at the - remembrance of thoſe 
frightful moments. The king ex- 
piring amidſt the horrors of that 
| cruel malady; his body ſtruck by 
the anticipated corruption of the | 
tomb; in the firſt inſtances, like 
the unhappy Uſias, deprived of 
Funeral honours ; precipitately 
carried, without pomp, and with- 
out parade, through the ſhades 
of night: the tender and coura- 
geous princeſſes, vho collected his 
laſt ſighs, were tainted with the 
fame contagion; terror joining it- 
ſelf to ſorrow; obliged the royal || 
family to fly death from palace to 
palace.—Let God, who is terrible, 
be bleſſed; in the midſt of our af- 
fliction, be thou bleſſed for the ſen- 
timents of penitence that thou 1 in- 


| OF 4EWES Vc: F 
ſpired the kin g with 1n the - ak 
of his days, by which thou, of 
God! haſt prevented the deſpair- | 
ing thou ght, that a ſoul ſo dear 
to us, has fallen into thine eter- 
nal diſpleaſure, 

Princes, pontiffs, great of the 
kingdom, magiſtrates, and ci- 
tizens, this day, aſſembled in 
the houſe of the ſepulchres of 
your kings, in their laſt and 
long abode; alas! their palaces 
are only the aſylums of travel - 
lers! “their laſting habitations, 
their ſepulchres b; you, above 
all, whom LE wIs honoured with 
a more diſtinguiſhed. good - will, 
and who, in the laſt days of his 

life, have given him ſuch touch» 


d Sepulchra eorum, domus illorum i in ac - 
| run. Ft xlviii. | | 
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ing | proofs of your zeal and 
your attachment; come, offer to 
the Lord, your vows and your 


tears, for a prince ſo worthy of 
your tenderneſs, and of your gra- 


titude; for a prince fo worthy of 


your love, and of che . of 
all the nation. 

Do 1 then come to make no- 
thing reſound here but praiſes ? 
Do I come here to renew in this 
temple of the God of truth, theſe 
antient deifications with which 
idolatrous Rome, elevated princes 

to the rank of gods without diſ- 
tinction, fo ſoon as they ceaſed to 
2 be men? prophane adulation, fly 
far from hence: is it not enough 
that flattery hath beſieged princes 
; during their life, without ſtill in- 


trudin; g irſelf among the attend- 5 
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d ants of their. funerals, and creep» 
to ing around their tombs? Let us 
Ir praiſe illuſtrious men, let us cele- 
of brate the glory of heroes and of 
a- kings; but let us alſo dare, for the 
»f © honour of truth, and for the in- 
>f  firuction of the generations that 
2 ſurvive them, to deplore their miſ⸗ 4 
3- fortunes. 
2 | God forbid 1 ſhould FARE: chat 
reſpect due to the majeſty of kings 
even in the duſt of their tombs; 
God forbid that I forget what we 


s ce to the memory of LEWIS, to 
che memory of the mildeſt and 


- beſt of princes. And who can be 
more penetrated with this ſenti- 
ment! My God, we dare to take 
«thee to witneſs in the preſence of 


what conſideration can ever make 
A4 


his tomb and thine altar. But i 
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a miniſter of the New Teſtament 


forget the no. leſs inviolable re- 


Yoo: he owes to truth. 


- Placed between theſe two du- 
ties, the reſpect due to the truth, 


and the reſpect due tO the memo- 
ry of the king, let us be equally 


faithful to the one and to the o- 


ther: let us celebrate the virtues 


of the king, without failing in 


veracity ; let us deplore his un- 


happineſſes, without failing in re- 


gard to his memory: let us ren- 
der glory to the truth; let us ren- 
der glory to the king: ſuch is 
the impartiality of the funeral 
homage we are about to render 

to the greateſt, moſt potent, and 
maoſt excellent prince, Lewis XV, 
king of France and of Navarre. 


' 
oy 
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or LEWIS W. TY bs 


«King of Kings, Lord of Lands; 
who beholdeſt here the aſhes of 
ſovereigns laid low at the feet of 
thine altars, and who alone poſ- | 


ſeſſeſt immortality ; great God, | 


raiſe up my ſoul, caſt. down by 
ſorrow; and permit not mourn- 
ing to weaken the zeal of thy mi- 
niſter. Organ of the public ſor- 
row, and at all times organ of 


thy laws : inſpire me with theſe 


courageous leflons Jeremiah gave 
to thy people, while he ou * 
their misfortunes,” . 
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end of his long and glorious ca- 
reer. His eyes, ready to extinguiſh, 
beheld that numerous and bril- 
liant poſterity diſappear, which en- 
vironed his throne. One day it- 
ſelf, (France cannot yet think of 
that fatal day without ſorrow;) 


one ſingle day ſaw the huſband 
and the wife carried into this roy- 
al ſepulchre, their firſt-born Kill 
in his cradle. And of all this au- 


guſt tree there remains no more 
than a ſingle twig, a weak infant, 
the only and the frail ſupport of 


5 
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the glory and ſecurity of a great 
monarchy ; ; and death fill threat- 


ened France With Taviſhing this 


laſt hope from her; already ſhe 
ſeemed to have alt; marked, his 
place among theſe tombs. My God, 
thou deignedſt to ſave this new 


Joas amid the funerals of the 
royal houſe! Even on this day in 
which we weep his death, let us 


alſo bleſs him Who faved Eis ir 
fancy. 


With what tenderneſs s did France | 


receive this dearand Precious truſt 


from the dying arms of her laſt 
king! Natives of France, inquire of 


your fathers, and they will expreſs 
to you themſelves the love of the 


vation for their young ſovereign. 


What concourſe! what eagerneſs! 
what acclam ations H urround this, 


[1 
P 1. 9 
* 
1 
| 
$- h U 
5 * 
15 1 1 
= 
| 15 
\. OP 
"OW 
Nis 
L * 
* 
e 
Tl v4 7 
"44 ' 
£3 
2, 
15 1 i 
4.28 n 
* K 
1 
4” Yo 
7 * MW: 
13 
2 2 
10 
* 
11 
* 
” | 
Fo. 
2 + 
"LIM 
41 
4 * 
5 5 cf 
Y * 
. 
y 4 
tr; s 
31 
84 * 
. I « 
i! 
* 
„ 
1 .* af 
2 1 * 
* | 
$ 
v7 t 
_ LY 
1 
Ten 
T6. 
{ o 
TP 
5 
» ** 
; * 
T Fu 5 
1 Fi 
y MAY! 
2 N y 2 
- 3 
La 
- ; A 
9 
1 ** 
2 2 
1 o 1 
5 
F - 
F. % 
12 
1 
J. 
% - ” 
3h 
„ 
"Te. 
7 
" SJ \ 


— 


n 


. 2 2 
= 5 r 
„„ » Ne Been © \ 


— 2 2 
— g ——ů— — E : — 
n * n ee a Las Og fo 3 a wo * 5 — 8 2 * ves. 
= 4s 3 1 8 45 5 — 
3 : — 
nes of IBS A oo 


8 *. 


Om" " _ 


9 . 
* 

X 2 wore n 1 2. — — — - * — * — . 
r — — —— -- 1 * + "on © Ae Aero — * 


EE 
_ 
1 


. — 4 — - 
is — a — 
* 2 * * = Fe” TT 
= * 
2 r Do 
*. 1 . 
—— — 
» 2 


12 FUNERAL ORATION 
auguſt child! How did every thing 
in him intereſt,” even to the 3 inno- 
cent plays of his infancy! O fi- 
delity! O immortal tenderneſs of 
the French for their kings, and 


which. has ſtill been nn re- 
our new anon —— all * 
nations of the univerſe, is there 
a better people? No, there is nbt 
a people ſo worthy of the love of 
their ſovereigns. | 
But alſo with what ſucceſs Lz ws 
juſtified the antitipitated love of 
the nation, by the qualities that o 
unfolded themſelves in him with m 
years, by the moſt precious vir- fi 
d: 
ft 


tues, and the moſt rare in perſons 

expoſed to the pride of ſupreme ¶ 4 
rank! What prince ever poſſeſſed I 3; 
more eminently the virtue which e. 


embelliſhes all others, and which 


» captivates all hearts; amiable affa- 
- if biliry,affabiliry, the moſt beautiful 
t diadem that can adorn the brow 
d of kin gs 1 affability ſo neceſſary 


to all princes, and above all to the 
head of a nation, ſo ſenſible as 
ours of the goodneſs of its maf- 
© Fl ters, and who believes itſelf ſuf- 
Nt ficiently paid by one of their 
i Wl kind looks, for the moſt generous 
facrifices? This is not a virtue 
s of parade. Penetrate into the 
t inmoſt of the palace of LEWIS: 
it obſerve the king in thoſe eo: 
h ments in which princes lay a- 
F- | fide the load of majeſty, and in- 
5 demnify themſelves for the con- 
e ſtraint of repreſentation: where 
d is there to be found a maſter more 
eaſy, more indulgent, more hu- 


no” 
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mane; not only towards thoſe 

em he honoured more parti. 
cularly with his royal good will, 
not only towards the great Who 
placed their honour in being the 
firſt ſervants of our kings, and 
whoſe birth merits attention from 
majeſty itſelf, but towards the 
moſt humble ſervants of his 
Houſe? Nor has any bitter word 
come from his mouth, that could 
give pain to the moſt feeling 
heart. Ihe lighteſt anger ne- 
ver altered the ſerenity of his 
countenance. All you who have 
lived in the intimacy of his con- 
fidence, continual witneſſes of his 
amiable qualities, render you 
yourſelves, render glory to the 
goodneſs of the mildeſt of maſters, 
and moſt clement of kings. 


Let us dare to follow the king 
even into his councils, into thoſe 


auguitatlemblies,where heweigh- 1 5 


ed the deſtinies of the nation, and 


where it ſeemed that power and 


majeſty ought to retake all their 
rights. Although heaven gave to 
Lewis the genius of government, 
an underſtanding juſt and upright 
like his heart, what modeſt diſtruſt 
of his On lights! I wiſh to God 
he had always followed the in- 
ſpirations of his own wiſdom |! 
What mildneſs! what indulgence! 


and how many juſt cauſes of diſ- 


content hath he not ſacrificed. to 
his moderation! Let us not fear 
to ſay of Lewis what hath been 
ſaid of the firſt of the Cefars: 
he was clement to ſuch a degree, 
as to be obliged to repent of his 
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clemency. Do we complain of 
the abuſes to which the moſt 

55 beautiful virtues are expoſed does 

that belong to the miniſters of 

meekneſs and peace; is that a 

part belonging to us, to cenſure 

an exceſs of goodneſs? And who 

dare reproach. the memory of a 

king with an error, which pro- 

ceeds from a cauſe that ought 


to be dear to humanity? O France, 


may thou never have any other 
_ exceſs to fear from thy maſters! 
Heads of the people, and you 
who exerciſe empire over other 


men, diſplay all the ſtrength of 


your authority when the good of 
the ſtate demands; Heaven con- 
ſents, and has even given 1t to 
you for a law; it hath inveſted 
you with power, not only to re- 


th 
fic 


dif 


"OF: LIWIS . 1 


ward the good, but alſo to re- 


preſs the wicked: a weak go- 


vernment may become no leſs fa- 


tal to the people, by leading to 
diſorder and anarchy, than the 
hardeſt and moſt rigorous go- 
vernment. After the example of 
divine providence, of which ye 
are the images here below; pur- 
ſue your plans with fortitude, 
but diſpoſe all with  mildneſs.? 
That Mercy may always ſit at 
the foot of the throne, by the 


fide of Juſtice d. Let clemency 


and firmneſs, in every caſe, be 
the immoveable equilibrium of 
your power; and if you muſt 


AS Attingit a fine Ude 1 finem fortiter, ct 

diſponit omnia ſuaviter. Sap. cap. 8, v. 1. 
b Miſericordia et veritas cuſtodiunt regem, 

et roboratur clementia thronus ejus. | 
Ya Prov. cap. 20, v. 28. 

B 


oY . 
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lean, O princes! to any ſide, lean 
rather, like LEWIS, to the fide of 


clemency: it is, doubtleſs, a moſt 


pardonable error before a God, 
whoſe mercy ſeems to be exalted 
above juſtice e. "ABS 
But ſtill what more intereſting 
ſpectacle to minds of ſenſibility ! 
In an age where a cold and falſe 
wiſdom ſeems to freeze all hearts; 
ah! far from beheving natural 
tenderneſs below a great ſoul, 
LEwis thought that it honoured 
even the majeſty of kings. Amid 
the tumults and cares of the 
throne, what heart ever felt the 


tender emotions of paternal love 


more lively? O you who have the 


unhappineſs to diſdain ſuch mer | 


x . 


8 e miſericondia judicium. 


Epiſt. Jac. cap. 2, v. Uh 


ow ww Oy 


y LEWIS *. 19 
ſentiments; come, contemplate 
your King; and bluſh” for your 
proud inſenfibility! How worthy 
then was Lewis of his auguſt 
family, and of the heroic proofs 
which he received in the cruel 
diſeaſe, which has now taken 
him away from France! Princes, 
you all deſired to ſhare the dan- 
gers of your grand-father. The 
| ſafety of France, which reſts up- 
on your heads, hath forbid you 
this peril : it was neceſſary to 
yield this honour to the princeſ- 
ſes, whoſe tenderneſs 'no' imperi- 
ous law reſtrained. | Scarce had 
© they ſhut the eyes of their fa- 
cher, when the contagion, which 
| I they had breathed in fulfilling a 

ſacred obligation, fermented in 


A their. veins, and threatened, alas! | 
B 2 
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to precipitate them into the ſame 
tomb. Generous martyrs of filial 


piety, it hath pleaſed God that 
you ſhould have the merit, and 
the glory of your ſacrifice, with- 
out becoming the victims: live, 
and enjoy our admiration and 
our gratitude. ADELAIDE, Vic- 
ToIRE, SoPHIa, let your names 
be immortal in the records of 
this empire; and may an exam- 
ple. ſo grest, and ſo [touching, 
revive in every heart a ſentiment 
fo dear to nature, which is wea- 
| kened in our new manners, a 
facred ſentiment of filial piety. 

And that auguſt Virgin, whom 
facred bonds hath inchained in 
her folitude; ah! if a courageous 
foul could ever have felt any re- 
gret for having ſacrificed her li- 


"OF LEWIS XV. 217 
berty to her God, it muſt havebeen 
on account of her not having it left 


in her power to ſacrifice her life to 


her father and herking. But can- 
not my voice this moment pierce 


to that gloomy incloſure, the re- 


treat of Lovisa! Pious princeſs, 
doubtleſs the ſalvation of the king 


has been the great object of your 
facrifice: thus the tender and ge- 
nerous daughter of Jeptha, was 


immolated for her father, and 
for her nation. The defires of 
your heart have been heard. Of- 


fer for Lewis, with confidence, 


your prayers and your tears: pla- 


ced by the ſepulchre where his 


mortal remains repoſe, may the 
net ighbourhood of ſo venerable 


aſhes, and ſo dear, till redouble 
B 4 : 
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22 FUNERAL ORATION 


the tenderneſs and fervour | of 


your vows... 


children of Lewis, what muſt 


be your ſorrow and your mour- 
ming! But what conſolation 1s of- 


fered you in your affliction, by 


the tender friendſhip of the prince 
who hath become the father of 
the ſtate, and more particularly 
ſtill the father of his auguſt fa- 
mily! He ſees at preſent what Ja- 
cob predicted to the head of the 
royal tribe, he ſees the children 
of his father proſtrate at his feet; 
but he is not dazzled by the ri ghts 

of empire, he is touched only 

with the more ſacred rights of 
78 and of nature; «Immemor 


8 Juda, adorabunt te lit; 3 =_ 
. cap. 49. v. 5. 


{OF WIS u „ 


66 „ invjbrii memor tantum germa- 
% manitatis®;” it is more pleaſant 
to him to be always your brother 
and your friend, than to have be- 
come your king : © Immemor 
“ 1mperu, memor tantum germa- 
« nitatis.” Children of Lewis, 
may you thus always find in the 
mutual tenderneſs of your ſenti- 
ments, in the tenderneſs of your 
auguſt brother, and of your au- 
guſt uncle, the ſentiments of your 
father and grandfather, whom 
you have loſt. 

Heaven not only gave to Lxwis 
a ſoul of the greateſt ſenſibility 
and tenderneſs ; what profound 
ſentiments of religion had he 
there impreſſed! Yes, I dare to 
fay it, heaven gave to him a foul 


b Ambroſ. 10 de obitu a 
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naturally Chriſtian . Amidſt the 
ſcandals with which impiety had 
wounded the comfort of his reign, 
what inviolable reſpect the king 
always preſerved for the ſa- 
cred objects of our faith and of 
our worſhip. And when he ap- 
peared in the ſacred ceremonies, 
What an example did he give to 


his court and his people! Great 


God, I know that the obſcure ho- 


mage of a ſimple and virtuous 
ſoul, is more noble in thine eyes 


than all the crowned heads of the 
univerſe proſtrate at the feet of 


thine altars; but pardon the weak 


imagination of mortals, who are 
ſtill more ſtruck with thy power, 
when they ſee all that is moſt au- 


TIM ors animae e Chrif: 
tianae. Tertul. Apol. 


8 


{OT LEWTS N. 2; 
guſt and great among' them, RSB 


come as nothing before thee. Thy 


prophets have ſaid, Kings and 


« queens ſhall adore thee with 


their faces bowed: down to the 


thoſe whom thou haſt given to 


ſee the firſt King in the world re- 


new every day the accompliſh- 


ment of this magnificent prophe- 


cy; and repair the outrages of 


the impious, by the ſplendor, and 


by the majeſty of his homages. - 


In vain the falſe ſages of the 
age have endeavoured to ſhake 
the faith of Lewis: for hath not 


incredulity dared to raiſe its pre- 
tenſions even to the heart of the 


eldeſt ſon of the church?. Alrea- . 


G ER et reginae, vultu in terram Aimiſ: 
ſo, adorabunt tie.  Ifaiah, cap. 49. 
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dy ſo haughty by its fucceſs, 
what would it be was it mounted 
upon the throne of France? It was 


come ſo far as to cauſe fall into 


his hands one of thoſe writings, 
where all is wrapt up under the 
impoſing appearances of benefi- 
cence and humanity; but the 
moſt ſeducing ſophiſms never 
made any impreſſion, but that of 
horror, on the ſoul of the king; 
Lkwis never ceaſed to be, by the 
ſincerity of his faith, as by the 
prerogative of his crown, the moſt 
Chriſtian king. In the laſt days of 
his life, in theſe moments where 


the man, or the king himſelf, 


Hath no more any thing to diſ- 
ſemble, with what candor, and 
what touching ſimplicity, he ſaid 
himſelf to the ſacred miniſters, 


a A OD 


— 


or LEWIS XV. 27 


who environed his bed of afflic- 
tion: Among my wanderings, 
« never in the leaſt, no, never have 
« had the misfortune to doubt 
« of our holy myſteries.“ 

You. have difficulty to recon- 


cile a faith ſo firm, ſo lively, with 


his weakneſſes. Human reaſon, 
how deplorably inconſequential! 


Alas! man ſees virtue; he ſees it, 


he loves it, and he ſuffers him- 


ſelf to be dragged by vice, which 


he condemns. To remove that 


contradiction between principles 
and manners, incredulity has at- 


tempted to overturn the prin- 
ciples ; but, what, raſh ſinners! 


was it not enough to afflict 


humanity by your .diforders ? 


Why alſo attack the divinity by 
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the bottom of his heart the bud 
of faith, that precious bud which 
unfolded itſelf in the laſt days of 
his life, which ſaved his un, and 


liar to the French monarchy, 


your kings, from him who firſt 


der the yoke of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to him who has juſt aſcended 
: the throne of LEwIs. Let thanks 
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your blaſphemies ve Is it not e- 
nough to give offence to earth 
without outbraving Heaven. More 
wiſe, and more happy than you, 
LEwis had at leaſt preſerved at 


repaired his glory. 
Thus, by a prerogative pecu- 


the faith is preſerved, 1 with- 
out interruption, in the heart of 


bowed his / victorious head un- 


* b Numquid parum eſt vos moleſtos eſſe 
kominibus ? Quin moleſti eſtis et Deo mea: 


\ 


— 
_ 


or LEWIS xv. 22 


be ee to Heaven, who hath 
left us this reſource in our miſ- 


of che ſafety. of France ſo long as 


mad defires of the impious, if 
their efforts to overturn the reli- 
gion of kings can ever ſucceed; 
if men, whole power is elevated 
above all the fears of men, come 
to break the only rein which can 
reſtrain them, the fear of divine 


France from this calamity! and 
let the religion of our maſters be 
forever to this nation, the ſacred 


pledge of cheir Wan and of their 


demency. | 
Sach were the e of 


religion, of wiſdom, of mode- 


fortunes: we ſhall never deſpair | 


religion hath an aſylum in the 
ſoul of our ſovereigns. But if the 


judgments.—Great God, preſerve 
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ration, and of humanity, that 
the Author of all virtue had 
_ depoſited in the foul of LEWIS. 
O if flatterers had not altered a 
| ſoul born with ſo happy quali- 
ties! Natives of France, I read this 
ſentiment in all your hearts, what 
ſoul more worthy of rendering a 
great nation happy! Juft God! 
have compaſſion on the errors 
and weakneſſes of princes.” Let 


thine anger fall on the effeminate 


flatterers who have , corrupted 
them: the cruel, the perfidious 
have not poured forth their poi- 
fon into one ſingle vaſe, but into 
the public fountains, whoſe ſalu- 
tary waters ought to quench the 
thirſt of the people. Let them be 
ſtruck with the indignation of 
Heaven and earth, of people and 


"8 


«7 


or LEW Is XV. 32 


kings; thoſe contagious ſerpents, 
| who poiſon the ſources of the 
happineſs, of the glory, and ah 


tue of nations. w—_ 


While Lewis followed the na- 
Gal impulſe of his ſoul, how 


great was the glory and felicity 
of France? Expect not that I 
ſhall enter into the detail of 
wars, of conqueſts, of negoti- 
ations, of ſyſtems, of eſtabliſh- 
ments, which have filled one of 
the longeſt reigns of the monar- 


chy; nor that I will here unravel 


the hidden ſprings which have 


| put in motion the politics of the 


eighteenth century: let us leave 


to hiſtory the care of judging of 


all theſe events, and of relating 


them to poſterity. We are not eſ- 
tabliſhed to teach men politics, 
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22 FUNERAL ORATION 
nor to ſatisfy their vain curioſity ; 
the divine ' miniſtry hath | raiſed 
us to higher objects. But can we 
forget that memorable peace 
which ſignalized the commence- 
ment of the reign that hath juſt 
evaniſhed! Happy days of France 
under the youth of Lewis! After 
a pacific minority, the only one 
perhaps which from the begin- 
ning of the monarchy hath not 
been ſtained with blood by the 
fury of civil wars; tranquil and 
ſubmiſſive within, revolutions and 
domeſtic calamities were un- 


known to the kingdom; the dif- 


ferent orders of ſtate ſifpported in 
their rights, and kept within their 
limits, united to the prince by an 
inviolable fidelity, united among 
_ themſelves by an unalterable con- 


YOF LEWIS XV. = 


7 oorül; not knowing any other ri- 
d valſhip but the noble ns 


e Jof promoting the | public good. 
e The wiſe. oeconomy and incor- 


e- ruptible probity, which preſided 


t over adminiſtration; enriched the 


ce prince without robbing the peo- 
or ple. In fine, France, exhauſted and 


which had ſaddened the end of 
the laſt reign, breathes again; 
he raiſes herſelf up as from a 
painful infirmity; ſhe returns to 
that, which a nation, placed in ſo 
happy a climate, ought always 


trious; ſhe is that which ſhe will 
always be under a wile. govern-: 
ment; ſhe is the happieſt x nation 
* the univerſe. 1 IDLIO 99, 
80 Teng + as oy: the wildem and 


or 


to be, a nation ſo active and induſ- 
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34 FUNERAL ORATION | 
humanity of LEWIS, and by his 
tender confidence in the wiſe 
and virtuous pontiff, in the new 
Joan, who had educated him 
from a child; ſo long as France 


enjoyed that internal felicity, ad- | 


mire with what glory ſhe pre- 
ſided abroad over all the move- 
ments of Europe; how does the 
conciliate the intereſts of nations, 
and lay aſleep the quarrels of 
kings. Behold all the powers of 
Europe re- unite at the celebrated 
congreſs of Soiſons; and who 
come to lay down their interefts 
at the foot of that ſame throne, 
which at the beginning of the 
age, they had conſpired to ruin. 
Europe did not believe that ſhe 
would ſee once more, that epoch, 
ſo celebrated in the hiſtory of 


; 


0 F 1 . . 1 8 XV. > oe 
4 ork: in which Rome had 


ſhut her temple of war, and in 

which all nations enjoyed a pro- 
found peace at the birth of the 
Meſſiah. All the earth was in re- 


E it reſted, and it en for 
joy. 
But what ſudden revolution 


comes to trouble the peace of 


France, and the concord of nati- 
ons? LEwIs is then forced to take 
arms, and to acquire another kind 
of glory, ſo ſeducing to the eyes 
of a warlike Nation, but fo af- 
flicting to reli gion, and to hu- 


manity. If it was not repugnant 
to the mildneſs, that belongs to 


the miniſters of the God of peace, 


i celebrate che mee glory of 


Oh Coo, omnis terra. Conquievit et 


dite eſt. Il laiah, cap. 1 4. v. 7. 
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26 FUNERAL ORATION 
battles, what glorious exploits 
would we not have. to relate to 
you! Two. victories in ltaly, Par- 
ma, Placentia, Milan, Guaſtalla, 
and the rich countries of anti- 
ent Etruria, ſubmitted to our 
arms; the ſtrongeſt bulwarks of 
Germany were overturned; the 
antient patrimony of the new 
Caeſars, that province precious to 


France by its ſituation, by its fer- 
tility, and by the multitude and 


valour of its inhabitants, Lor- 
raine became the reward of Our 
conqueſts: what triumphs, more 
memorable ſtill in that famous 


War, in which Lewis is himſelf 
at the head of his armies! Fon- 


tenoy, Rocoux, Lawfelt, names 
become immortal i in the regiſters 


of war; Fontenoy, where Likw13s, 


th *z 


OF LEWIS XY. 37 


accompanied with his ſon, the 
only heir of his throne, the on- 
ly hope of the nation, carried 
that deciſive victory, ſo long 
wavering in the balance; and 


which will be forever ſo celebra- 
ted among the victories, which 


have rendered our arms illuſtri- 


ous. Cities accuſtomed to reſiſt 
during many years; inacceſſible 
ramparts, which had ſeen the ef- 


forts of the greateſt captains fail 


at their feet, yet could not reſiſt 


the impetuoſity of the French, a- 
nimated by the countenance of 
their ſovereign. Heroes of France, 
who then accompanied LEwis in 
his triumphs, and who at pre- 
ſent follow his funeral, relate 
yourſelves all theſe prodigies of 
valour; recount all thoſe great 
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38 FUNERAL ORATION 
actions, .the glory of which you 
ſhared, and ſay, if this, warlike 
nation ever diſtinguiſhed itſelf by 
a war more profperous and more 
brilliant. 


The luſtre of our er did 


not cauſe Lxwis forget the evils 
with which war afflicts mankind. 
It is not only the blood of his 


brave ſubjects which he regrets! 
O clemency! O ſenſibility! Wor- 


thy of being tranſmitted to the 
laſt generations. In the firſt in- 
ſtants of the victory of Fontenoy, 


in one of thoſe moments in which 


the moſt modeſt ſoul is abſorbed 
by glory, the tender ſentiments 
of humanity. came to affect the 
heart of Lewis. At the fight of 


that multitude of victims, which 


covered the field of battle, he 


2 


S '$ 


9 95 


\ 


AQ FLEE WIS XV. 39 
could not reſtrain his tears. 0 
my fon,” ſaid he to the Dau- 
phine, „O my ſon! ſee what a 
victory coſts.” He defired to in- 
ſtruct that ſon in a ſcience much 
more important than the art 
of conquering, to a prince defti- 
ned to govern a warlike nation. 
His intention was to teach him to 
reſpect and ſpare the blood of 
men. Ye warriors, whoſe ardot 
of courage makes you forget the 
ſentiments and the rights of hu- 
manity, that your intrepid ſouls 

may be allowed to be melted by 

compaſſion, ſee your king fly 
| himſelf from the field of Fonte- 
noy, and the field of Lawfelt, to 
the aſſiſtance of the wounded, and 
extend his ſenſibility even to his 
enemies: he commanded the van- 

; C 4 
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quiſhed to be gathered with the 
victors, and treated with the ſame 


humanity. with thoſe, who had 
juſt poured out their blood for 
him. At the view of the bloody 

and mutilated bodies, he deteſted 
War. Why,“ ſays Lewis to one 
of the vanquiſhed generals, Why 
“ not think ſeriouſly of peace ra- 
ther than expoſe fo many brave 


« men to periſh? He determined . 
to ſacrifice all the fruit of his vic- 


toxies, he fought only for peace: 
eace, peace,” behold the cry of 
the war of LE wis. New ſucceſles 


did not-at all ſhake his ſyſtem of 


diſintereſted moderation. While 
the auguſt daughter of Caeſar re- 


newed on the imperial throne 
the power of her father, touched 
with her virtues and her magna- 


OT LTWFES:-XV.' 41 
nimity, the victor confented that 
(he ſhould: revive in the boſom of 
Germany, that. famous houſe, 
which had for ſo long a time 
veered in the balance with the 
houſe of France, the deſtiny of 
Europe. Does not Lewis ſeem al- 
ready to ſee the alliance that muſt 
one day unite theſe two auguſt 
houſes; and the ineſtimable gift 
which Auſtria muſt give to his 
ſucceſſor and to France? In fine, 
Lewis obtained a glory more dear 
to his heart than all triumphs, 
the glory of being the benefactor 
and pacificator of Europe. May 
Heaven grant that the generous 
and magnanimous politics of the 
moſt noble, as of the moſt anti- 
ent monarchy of the world, be ak 
ways thus directe. 


42 FUNERAL ORATION 
In theſe happy days, O ye na- 
tives of France! how great ought 
your king to appear! how dear 
ought he to be to you! Who 
can aſtoniſhed with the ſenti. 
ments that all the nations diſ- 
played for him, when death 
threatened to tear him from you 
amidſt his victories, and Heaven 
reſtored him to your deſires? Can 
you yet think, without melting 
into tears, of thoſe tranſports of 
joy, and of that tenderneſs, which 
broke forth with emulation in all 
orders of the ſtate; even among 
the moſt poor, and among the 
moſt obſcure people? Do vou re- 
member with what unanimous 
_ enthuſiaſm the people gave to 
Lew1s that ſirname, the moſt glo- 
ious for a prince, and for his ſub- 


oF LEWIS XV. 43 


the great, always ſuſpected of flat- 
tery, it was not the pompous-ſfut; 


LEwis that honourable name, it 
was the free and unaffected voice 
of the people: of that people who 
never learned to flatter kings, and 


ven who follow alone the movements 
Jan Mof their fr eedom and tendernels : 


ing lit is the cry of the people who 
of N proclaimed LEWIS THE WELL> 
lich BELOVED. Alas! we cannot dif- 
all Nfemble how much the unhappi- 


ong Ineſs of the times appeared to cool 


the among the French the warmth 


re; Jof that love. Thus God permits 


ous chat the people give to princes 


; toffithis advertiſement, to teach them, 


glo-Pthat if reſpect and obedience are 


ſub· an inviolable duty, the love of the 


jects for i it was. not the voice of 


frages of cities, who decreed to 
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people is the moſt beautiful or: 
nament, and ſweeteſt recompence 
of royalty; that this love of the 
people is a free ſentiment, which 
is only due to beneficence and 
virtue. When the prince appeared 
in public, he heard no more the 


acclamations of his ſubjects re- A 
ſound around him: without doubt : 
Ca 
the people have not the right to 8 
murmur; but, doubtleſs likewiſe, Ki 
they have the right to be ſilent; ho 
and their ſilence ought to be aſt, 
leſſon to kings. But what do IN} . 


ſay? if the attachment of the na: fh 
tion to that prince, whom it had *. 
ſo tenderly loved, appeared to have 0 
become weak; O ye people, the n; 
laſt days of your king, his peni- 
tence, his regrets, the tender love 
he ſhewed for you; alas! he de- 


(QF-EBWAS" V. 45 
ſired to prolong his days, only 
that he might wipe away your 
tears; ought not the laſt ſenti- 
ments of LEWIS to revive, in 
all hearts truly French, his 509 
WELL-BELOVED. _ -: 63 

Poſterity, ſevere judge of 18 
already you prepare yourſelf to 
judge ot the reign of LEWIS. We 
cannot require ſilence of you on 
unhappy events; it is your right 
to pronounce upon all the events 
which have been exhibited to 
the world. But ought the faults 
of princes make you to forget 
their virtues? Have the laſt days 
of Solomon effaced the ſacred 
records of the happy days of 
his glory? If the reign of LEWIS 
do not offer you monuments, 
equally numerous, and equally 
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bright, with thoſe of the laſt 
reign, does not that famous reign 
ſeem to have intended to take a. 
way, from all after ages, the ho 
nour of forming illuſtrious eſ. 
tabliſhments ? But render ho- 
mage to that military ſchool, 
which eſcaped the magnificence 
of  LEwiS THE GREAT; render 
homage to that noble aſylum, 
not leſs dear to humanity than 
to glory, in which Lewis XV. 
cannot ceaſe, from generation to 
generation, to be the benefactor 
and father of the children of he- 
roes, Who have ſhed their blood 
for their country! Celebrate the 
wiſe inſtitutions of LEWIS for 

the encouragement of ſciences, 
commerce, and arts; and above 


all others, that art created by the 


the 


ar luis W.. as © 
Moſt High; that art too much ne- 
glected perhaps from antient po- 
licy, reſpectable A0 RICCULTURE; 
which is at length to join to 
the riches and happineſs of the 
nation, the claſs of the moſt la- 
borious and moſt uſeful ſubjects, 
and which to our days hath been 
the moſt deſpiſed, and the moſt 
unfortunate: celebrate the zeal of 
Lewis for the concord of poten- 
tates, and the tranquillity of their 
people. Foreign nations, faithful 
allies; and even you antient rivals 
of France, join | yourſelves with 


us, to bleſs the memory of a 


prince who employed himſelf for 
your happineſs, and let Lx wIS XV 
be immortalized in the annals of 
the world, among the moſt hu- 


a8 FUNERAL ORATION 
mane and moſt pacific kings, who 
have governed mankind. 
But why; will we ſuffer our- 
ſelves to be alſo dazzled by that 
vain luſtre of fame, by that vain 
immortality which the world 
ſeeks to give to its heroes! What 
is then that brilliant chimera of 
glory? for can we enter into this 
mournful houſe, without bein g 
ſtruck with the thought? Kings, 
and princes, who dwell in the 
duſt of theſe tombs, if it is al⸗ 
lowed us to enquire of you this 
moment, in the name of the liv- 
ing God: awake, and ſing, ye 


who dwell in the duſt.” > Charles, 


Philip, Lewis, Francis, Henry, O 
Henry receive him among all 


8 4 ? A}, 7 45 a j : | SH roxy. 
- "my Expergiſcimini, ail Labicalts kt in pulrere 


Ilaiah, _ 26; v. 19. 


10 


of all thoſe trophies, 
monuments, raiſed to your glo- i 
ry, all thoſe Pompous inſcrip- 
tions, thoſe nations in chains an 
the feet of your ſtatues, thoſe 
ſumptuous edifices, in which 
your power ſeems {till to dwell? 


OF. LEWIS XV. 4g 
dur kings, receive the tender 


homage that all generations owe 
to your memory; and to your- 


ſelf, to whom your age hath 
given the name of great, and 
who hath given your name to 
your age; auguſt dead, if your 
ſouls till ſee what paſſes under 


the ſun, what think you now 
all thoſe 


Alas! while we celebrate thoſe 


wonders of their life, perhaps 


they ſtill expiate the qualities 
themſelves, and the exploits that 


we admire; and the Prayers which 
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are offered here upon their tombs, Hi 
are incenſe more precious than il ;.- 
all the luſtreof renown, and all the N o 
applauſe of poſterity. Ve princes, Im 
heroes, who ſtill ſee the light of I hi 
day, may heaven preſerve me from I D. 
the defire of extinguithing in the iſ xy 
aſhes of theſe tombs, your emu-¶ pl 
lation for great actions: to you th 
they are the commands of God; I ha 
to promote the glory and felicity 
of empires is to you a ſacred duty. 
W e deſire only to ſubſtitute in the 
place of a vain motive, the only hi 
one worthy of an immortal crea- il ex 
ture, and worthy of a great ſoul, I fo 
The love of true glory, and the ¶ Tec 
love of true immortality. 15 rei 

After havin g celebrated the I lai 
glory and the virtues of LE wis, | to 
truth requires chat we alſo e — 


our freedom ſhall do hurt to his 


his ſoul, and trouble his aſhes, 
Do you believe that his memo- 
de ry is leſs dear, and leſs venera- 


ble to us than to you? My God, 


u thou knoweſt how much we 


1; I bad at heart the glory and fal- 
ty vation of the king, and at pre- 
y. ſent thou knoweſt how much 


he ¶ we have at heart the honour of 
ly his name. If it is allowed us to 
-2- expreſs the ſame ſentiments here 


ul, for Lewrs, that Ambroſe expreſ- 5 
he W ſed for Theodoſius, while he 


rendered to that prince the me- 
he ROT Ir endes that we render 


18, to LEWIS: © Yes, I loved a 


913 by eras full of: clemency, of + 


/D 2 


ot L K WIS + 


his misfortunes. Faithful ſer- 
vants of this prince, fear not that 


memory; fear not that I afflict 
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Se FUNERAL ORATION 
« goodneſs, of modeſty, of mild 
« neſs, ſuch as the Lord hath ac- 
« cuſtomed to love: I loved a 
« prince, the friend of truth, who 
4 re:pected its ſacred rights, even 
« in the mouth of the moſt vul. 
« gar: he wept publicly the {in 
6 into which he had been drag- 
« ged by the ſeduction of flatter- 
e ene penitence, which would 
% make the pride of a private 
« perſon bluſh, did not cauſe the 
* majeſty of the king to bluſh. 0 
0 my king! behold the motive 


* Dilexi virum miſericordem, humilem im- 
perio, pectore manſueto praeditum, qualen 
Dominus amare conſuevit: dilexi virum qui 
magis argueniem quam adulantem probaret: 
5 [ defilivic publice peccatum ſuum quod ei alio- 
rum fraude obrepſerat : quod wo erubel 


Ambroſ. 3 in Orat. de obity Theol 


or LE W { S XV. 33 

4. of our zeal and of our render ve- 

c. neration for your memory: our 

2 ſincerity will be more uſeful to 

10 your glory, than a vain diſſimu- 

en lation. The faults of a private 

ir man may reſt in oblivion, but 

in the faults of men expoſed to the 

g. obſervation of nations, alas! does 

1- not fame every day confeſs them 

na publicly? And why ſhould I fear 

ue to acknowledge here, that which 

hel you acknowledged yourſelf in 

"' preſence of all your court, and 

e that which you wiſhed to expiate - 
ſolemnly before all your people? 

in We mean, that by the mildneſs 

and conſtant goodneſs of your 

ern heart, you intereſted the heart of 

1 your ſubjects even in the midſt _ 

of your misfortunes. You lov- 


ed ine truth, you ſuffered it to 
D 3 
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be heard before your throne ; 
we will dare to ſpeak it before 
your tomb, even for the honour 
of your memory, and for the in- 
ſtruction of your people, and your 
eren. 
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| IF, in . N moment in Which 


D 


France ſees her kings die, {he ob- 


ſerved the uſages eſtabliſhed a- 


mong antient nations; if, on the 


day deſtined for their funeral 
pomp, the wiſe men of the nation 


aſſembled around the coffin, to 
judge their memory, how much 
would that proviſion lay a weight 
upon ſovereigns? But although 


princes are no more judged wich 


that ſolemnity, what rigorous ex- 


amination awaits them at that 


private tribunal, where every one 


arrogates to himſelf the right of 
Judging their actions? And Wes 
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SS FUNERAL ORATION - 
judgment, yet more ſevere, is re- || ch 
ſerved for them at the tribunal lot 
of hiſtory, which will unveil their f 
vices and their virtues, before na- en 
tions and ages! O princes! with vis 
the judgment of God, fear alſo || yc 
that of your people, fear that of co 
poſterity : but you alſo who dare I vi 
to judge, learn the reſpect which I he 
you owe to their memory, and | er 
; the indulgence due to their mis- ||| te 
| F la 
The zeal which animates us for Ol 
the glory of the prince, whoſe I pe 
death we weep, cannot blind us y. 
with reſpect to the misfortunes, In- 
which have croſſed the proſperous I v. 
events of his reign. But let us allo || y 
take care not to ſuffer ourſelves to I ci 
be deceived by unjuſt murmurs, || ſc 
or vain exaggerations. Such is the I d 


OF LEWIS ** 


character of the nation, Ather too b 
lofty, or too much caſt down; it 


ſwells its misfortunes, and height- 


ens its ſucceſſes. Natives of France; 


victory hath not always followed 
your ſtandards: accuſtomed to 


CONqQUET, do you think to be in- 
vincible? But what are the dif- 


honours which you have experi- 
enced, compared with the diſaſ- 


ters which afflicted the end of the 

laſt reign, a reign the moſt glori- 
ous of your hiſtory. If a rival 
power hath carried away from 


you one of your provinces in the 


| new world, have not you preſer- 


ved all your antient domains and 


your new conqueſts? Have your 
cities ben attacked, hath the 


ſcourge of war ſo much as tou- 


ched your frontiers? Learn then 
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that diſtinguiſhed felicity peculiar 


to the reign of Lewis ; learn that 
his reign is the only one in which 
French ground hath not been 


ſtained with the blood of battles. 


And to whom doth France, and 


her faithful allies, owe that pro- 


found peace which they enjoy, a- 
mid the agitations which turn the 
Eaſt and the North upſide down! 
is it not owing to the moderation 
of Lewis? Is it not owing to the 
ſage firmneſs with which he ſtif⸗ 
fled all the ſparks of war, with 
which ambitious. policy wiſhed 
to inflame Europe? Lament your 


misfortunes; but woe to them 
Who ſeek to depreſs their coun- 


try, and the glory of their King 
In fine, whatever be the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the monarchy, and 


or LEWIS XV. < 


19 


of the W of princes over 
the lot of empires, can a king be 
reſponſible for all events? Have you 
forgotten the rights Heaven hath 


reſerved to itſelf, of over-ruling 


the politics of men? Have you for- 


gotten the frailty of human 
things: Run over the records of 


the world, find two ages of great- 
neſs and glory, which have ſuc- 
ceeded to one another in the fame 
empire: it ſeems as if weak nature 


were exhauſted by producing one 


illuſtrious generation. Sad condi- 


tion of all things of the earth! 
their higheſt point of elevation 


touches their decline; and every 


where I ſee decay ſucceed to ma- 


turity. Weak mortals, diſplay, ex- 


hauſt all the reſources of your wiſe 


dom; nevertheleſs, all your eſta- 
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6% FUNERAL ORATION 
bliſhments, like yourſelves, muſt 


bear within them the ſeeds of 
their deſtruction: you may pro- 


long their duration as the days 


of a vigorous old' man is pro- 


longed; but flatter not yourſelves 
that you can give them a ſtabi- 
lity incompatible with the works 
of men. Your kings not only 


die, even kingdoms themſelves 


muſt die. As you walk in this 
| temple upon the aſhes of your 
kings, through the whole world 
you walk upon ruins; and; to 


uſe the energetic expreſſion of an 


Antient, you walk on the dead 
carcaſes of cities and empires. 
Thus, all grow old, and all die; 


thou alone, O Lord, art eternal. * 


* Omnes veteraſcent; tu autem permanes, 


* 


F v. 27. 
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oF LEWIS VE. 67 


To honour the memory of 
5 Lhe do we mean to attribute to 
an inevitable deſtiny all the evils 
| which can afflict a fate? Indif- 
creet cenſurers of governments, 
ve know no leſs than you the 
errors and abuſes from which a 
| wiſe adminiſtration may preſerve 
empires; but to judge with ri- 
. | gour thoſe who are at the head 
of human affairs, ſhews that the 
: cenſurers are men without expe- 
| | rience, and are ignorant of the 
) | difficulties and hidden rocks of 
\ | adminiſtration. Alas! princes de- 
1 | fireinvainto conſtitute the happi- 
| neſsof their people. Does not the 
| hiſtory. of all courts, and of all 
empires, teach you how the am- 
FF bitious, ſurrounding kings, are 
able by their artifices to pervert 
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their pureſt intentions“? See with 
what indefatigable attention they 
watch inceſſantly around thrones 
to hinder the counſels of wiſe 
men, and the groans of the un- 
Happy, from coming to the ears 
of ſovereigns. The prince ſees nei- 
ther the ſervices which he ought 
to recompence, nor the malverſa- 
tions which he ought to puniſh: 
ro him they exaggerate profperi- 


ty; from him they conceal ad- 


verſities by diſſimulation; truth, 


venerable. truth, 18 trode under 


foot, before the gates of his Pa- 
lace: and equity can find no ac- 


ceſs to the throne. ©. Thus, as one 


b Quomodo malis quotumdam fuggeſtio- 
nibus * ſtudia wrong 
Eſther, cap. 16, v. 7. 
© Corruit in platea veritas; acquitas non 
potuir. ingredi. Ifaiah, cap. £0, YI, 


OF LEWIS XV. 6; 
of the wiſeſt princes who have 
governed the world formerly ſaid, 
thus a prince good and vigilant, 
thus the beſt prince is deceived: 
« interea bonus, cautus, optimus, 
« fallitur imperator.“ 

Amidſt this whirlwind of in- 
trigues, repreſent to yourſelves a 
prince fatigued, ſurfeited with 
ſupreme power, diſguſted with 
confidence and friendſhip ; and, 
from being habitually deceived, 
made to believe, that all men 

are deceivers :, repreſent to your- 
| ſelves, a prince afflicted with the 
evils of the ſtate, and diſcouraged 
by the unſucceſsfulneſs of his ef- 
forts to repel them; a prince who 
ſees himſelf ſubjected, and carried 
away againſt his will, by a ſort 
of fatality, the ſecret ſprings of 
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which he cannot diſcover. O prin- 
ces! behold your deſtiny ; in ap- 
pearance abſolute maſters, but 
really the ſlaves of mean flatter- 
ers, Who creep at your feet. I 
ſeem to hear LEWIS ſay to his 
people, as Ahaſuerus wrote to 
his provinces; Maſter of a great 
kingdom, I never intended to a- 
buſe the greatneſs of my power. 
But if you knew with what ingra- 
titude the ambitious, whom we 
load with our favours, abuſe our 
confidence and our benefits, to gra- 
tify their pride”; and if you knew 
with what addreſs, and with what 
| i Cum plurimis gentibus imperarem, vo- 
lui nequaquam abuti magnitudine potentiae 
mae. Efther, cap, 1 3, v. 2. 

b Multi bonitate principum et honore 


qui in eos collatus eſt abuſi ſunt in ſuperbi⸗ 
zm. Thad. cap. „ 


"OF LEWIS XV. 65 
artifice they know how to profit 


from the candor itſelf, and the 
ſimplicity of our ſouls, accuſtom- 


ed to judge of others by them- 


ſelves. Unhappy that we are, we 
become unknowingly the ſcour- 
ges of thoſe very people, whoſe 
benefactors we believe we are, 
and wiſh to become. No, my peo- 


ple! I never deſired to abuſe the 
greatneſs of my power, but al- 
ways to govern my ſubjects with 


mildneſs and clemency : I always 
wiſhed to make them enjoy peace, 


the deſire of all mortals 


Dum aures s principum iimplices et ex ſua 
natura alios aeſtimantes callida fraude deci- 
piunt, Volui nequaquam abuti magnitudine 


potentiae meae. Sed cum clementia et leni- 


tate gubernare ſubjectos ut optata cunctis 
mortalibus pace fruerentur. 


Her * 13. v. 2. 
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Incom prehenſible deſtiny of our 


two kings, of all the moſt clement 


and the moſt humane. O HENRY 
IV! OLEWISs XV! I wiſh I could 
bury in eternal filence the re- 


membrance of an attempt, which 


makes France {till to ſhudder. A 


crime, of itſelf ſufficient to dif- 
honour an age! But poſterity, 


impartial poſterity will not do 
ſuch an injury to this genera- 


tion, as to render it reſponſible 
for the dehrious fury of a mon- 
ter; the unanimous ſorrow and 


horror with which all French- 


men were penetrated in that 


frightfuk moment, abſolves the 
age and the nation. 


Let.us not awaken the remem- 


brance of the dan gerous troubles 
from which the church of France 


TT 


ef 


<4 F LEWIS XV. 6y 


appeared at laſt to be completely 


delivered, but whoſe laſt moments 


have been ſo ſtormy. Let us alſo | 


throw à veil over the rug 


| which raiſed up the civil power 
the ſacred. You ee with 

what juſtneſs the king diſcerned 
the limits of the one and of the 
| other 11 ou know the greatneſs 


of his zeal for the doctrines and 
the rights of the church. If, for 
reaſons which ät does not belong 
to me to go to the bottom of, (we 
ought to reſpect | the ſecret of 


kings)“ if Lewis appeared ſome- 
times to diminiſh his protection; 
if the ferment of minds hath 
redoubled; if a ſociety, famous 
kh the credit and truſt which it 
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68 FUNERAL ORATION 
enjoyed ſo lon g from pontiffs 
and kings; and famous by the 
ſervices it had rendered to reli- 
gion and letters; for what con- 
ſideration can hinder ſouls of 
ſenſibility from rendering this te- 
ſtimony to unhappy men? If this 


ſociety hath been the victim of 


thoſe fatal conteſts among us, 
if it hath been caſt into the floods, 


as formerly the prophet of Ni- 


neveh, to appeaſe the tempeſt; if 
the peace of the ſanctuary hath 
been troubled ; if virtuous paf- 
tors have under gone diſgraces 
and tribulation; prieſts, pontiffs 


of the Lord, you know it; you 
know that the heart of LEWIS 


| 'hath never ceaſed to be for reli- 


» gion, for the church, and for her 


miniſters. Fr ip of 


E- | 


——_— hand wand thawed fend Wal py . ie SZ 


„% o . .. 


or LEWIS XV. 65 


| Shaken by that firſt check, the 
wits ſoon turned their reſtleſs ac- 


tivity to other. objects, and the 


ſtate had alſo its agitations and 
its ſtorms. The ſages had fore- 


told it, according to the experi- 


ence of all times, and the ordina- 


ry ſteps of human revolutions. 


I will not engage myſelf in po- 


litic queſtions, foreign to the ho- 


ly miniſtry which 1 fill. Heaven 
hath not eſtabliſhed us judges 


between nations and their kings: 
it does not belong to us to diſ- 
cuſs the particular conſtitutions | 
of different empires; we know 
only the general laws and ho- 
ly maxims, which have regula- 


ted and conſecrated the autho- 


rity of all the powers; we know 
that all rr is under a ſupe- 
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rior empire, under the empire 


of God, who protects the rights 
of people and the rights of Kings; 
and we leave in the all-power- 
ful hand of God, the balance of 
ſovereign power, and the * 
liberty. 


LEWIS, who. ſocnied to have 


forgot his power, to govern only 
by mildneſs; LEwIS then believed 
himſelf obliged to diſplay, in that 
conjuncture, all the force of his 
authority. Let us beware of preſſ⸗- 
ing upon wounds ſtill too recent 
and too ſenfible. God forbid that 
the remembrance of the blows 
aimed at our rights, God forbid 
that an unmanly reſentment 
ſhould ever prophane the heart of 
the miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. To 
fuller contradictions from men 


4 


OF LEWIS xv. 71 


18 the deſtiny of the Church, and 
to forger them is her glory. A- 
nathema to him who rejoices at 
the ruin of his rival. Let us la- 
ment the prejudices and errors 
of the human mind; let us la- 
ment that citizens, dear to their 
country for their antient ſervices, 
have ſuffered themſelves to be 
| driven, by the impulſe of cir- 
cumſtances, beyond their firſt in- 
tention: but let us lament no leſs 
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the violence, which the mildeſt of 

kings did to his heart, in termi- 
nating his reign by ſo brilliant a 
| flaſh of authority, fo greatly re- g 
| pugnant to his moderation. Let us | 
deſire religiouſly that we may ſee F 
e revive under the new reign, in N 
9 Qui ruina a altering non crit is 4 
dans Prov. cap. 17, v. 5, oY 
E 4 5 
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all the orders, and among all 


the great of the ſtate, that har- 


mony which conſtitutes the hap- 
pineſs of churches and empires, 


of people and of kings. Natives 


of France, let us this day take a 
ſolemn oath, of fidelity and of 


concord; yes, we this moment 
{wear, in the name of all the or- 


ders of the ſtate; we ſwear upon 
the tomb of LEWIS XV, to his 
auguſt ſucceſſor, that all rivals 


ſhall lay down their animoſities 


at the foot of his throne ; we 
ſwear, that henceforth there ſhall 
be but one dire in the hearts 
of all, the glory of the king, in- 
ſeparable from the happineſs of 
the people. 

But what ſpirit of giddineſs, 


more afflicting than all the trou- 


OF LEWIS XV. 33 
bles that can agitate the church 
and the empire, hath begun its ra- 


vages in the reign of LEWIS XV? 
Until now the boldeſt innovators 
confined themſelves to combat 
ſome of our doctrines; it was re- 
ſerved to the eighteenth century 
toattack at once all our articles of 


faith, and all our laws, by under- 


mining their ſacred foundation, 
the authority of revelation. What 
do I ſay? even the principles of 


that firſt law, which the Author 


of nature hath engraven on the 
heart of all men; the principles 


of honour, of juſtice, of virtue, 
and of natural integrity. Have 


they reſpected the principles the 


moſt eſſential to the order and 


peace of human ſociety? What 


progreſs have not thoſe uncom- 


\ 
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fortable and gloomy ſyſtems made 
among us, and in all parts of En- 


rope? Impiety, according to a 
prophecy, which ſeems to relate 
particularly to this laſt age, im- 
piety believed then its having 
reached the moment of triumph, 
and a general revolution: ſhe ſaid 
within herſelf, I go to change the 
times, I go to change the laws. 

O eighteenth century, ſo aſſum- 
ingly proud of your diſcoveries, 


that you glory above all others, in 


the title of the age of philoſo- 
phers, what fatal period intend you 
to produce in the hiſtory of the 


human mind, and in the manners 


of nations? We conteſt not with 
you the progreſs of your know. 


a Putabit quod poſſit mutare tempora et 
9 Dan. cap. 7, v. 2 5. 


— 


OF LEWIS XV. 55 
ledge, but cannot the weak and. 
proud reaſon of man ſtop at its 
point of maturity? After having 
retormed ſome antient errors, is it 
neceſſary, to attack truth itſelf? de- 
ſtructive remedy! There will then 
be no more ſuperſtition, becauſe 
there will be no more religion; no 


more falſe heroiſm, becauſe there 


will be no more honour; no more 
prejudices, becauſe there will be 
no more principles; no more hy- 
pocriſy, becauſe there will be no 
more virtue. Ye wits,” bold to te- 
merity, fee, ſee the ravages of 
your ſyſtems, and tremble at your 
ſucceſs. Revolutions yet more fa- 
tal, than the hereſies which have 


changed around us the face of 


ſeveral ſtates! they have at leaſt 


left remaining, a worſhip and 


576 FUNERAL ORATION 
manners ; but our unhappy po- 
ſterity one day muſt have neither 
worſhip, nor manners, nor God 
O holy Gallican church! O mot 
Chriſtian kingdom! God of our 


fathers, have pity on our poſte- 
| rity. 


How great likewiſe was the 
affliction of the king at the fight 
of the misfortunes of religion, 

and the more terrible evils which 

threaten future generations? He 
wiſhed to teſtify his ſorrow and 
his alarms, in the deed by which 
he recorded his laſt will: with 
what bitterneſs he deplored the 
decline of faith in a kingdom, 
where his anceſtors had made it 

_ to reign with ſo much glory! 

Alas! LEWIS XV has then gone 

down to the tomb, with the pain 


OF LEWIS XV. { 2% 
of | havin g ſeen the faith, and 


O 
the manners of his nation, de- 
er ee . 
1 graded under his reign; and with- 
8 R out being able to repair that miſ- . 
fortune. May Heaven grant that 
ur | 
. Lewis XVI, more happy, may be 


able to execute the laſt deſires of 
his grandfather! Our evils have 
he 
ariſen to an alarming height, but 
ht 
let us guard againſt deſpairing 
h of the public ſafety. No, France 
As not yet come to that degree of 
degeneracy, which the Roman 
1 hiſtorian formerly deplored, and 
; in which the empire could no 


longer ſuſtain the evils, which o- 
hell pas * 
verwhelmed it, nor the remedies 
m 441,66: 
| hich might produce a cure. We 
1 


can no longer ſuſtain. our evils; 
but we can flill-ſuffer remedies : 
the ſacred fire of honour, of faith, 
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of virtue, is not yet extinguiſhed 
in the hearts of the natives of 
France; and what have We not 
aà right to expect from a youn g 
king, who places on the throne 
zeal for virtue, and the authority 
* example? 
May the nation applaud ch 
weil of the ſucceſſor of LIS XV, 


and comfort- of his people : we 
Will preſs forward with ea ger- 
neſs to join our applauſes and be- 
nedictions to the public acclama- 
tions. But we, to whom Heaven 
hath intruſted the moſt precious 
treaſure of human ſociery, the 
ſacred depoſite of religion and 
manners, may we bleſs the zeal 
of our new maſter, for having 
made faith and virtue to revive 


d his wiſe plans for the eaſe 


ve 
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among his people. France hath 
given to one of her kings, whoſe 
aſhes repoſe in this temple, the 


title of the Reſtorer of Letters; let 
us decree to LEw1s XVI, a title as 


much ſuperior to that of Francis I 


as virtue is above ſcience: dare 
we promiſe, in the name of 
France, in the name of Europe, 
in the name of poſterity, dare we 
proclaim this day, on the tomb 
of his grandfather, Lewis XVI 
THE RESTORER Or MANNERS. 
Can I diſſemble here one of the 


principal cauſes of our evils, the 


fatal paſſion, which a fooliſh 
world calls ſupreme pleaſure, 
thou appeareſt ſweet, but how 


cruel thy conſequences! How ma- 


ny great ſouls, degraded by that 
unhappy paſſion, have ſeen their 
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glory periſh with their virtue! II 


it comes to have an empire over 


thoſe who have moſt influence 
over the lot, and over the man- 
ners of other men. O terrible ra- 
vage of offences, which fall from 
to high a degree of elevation 
Fatal pleaſures! ' deplorable ſour- 


ces of diſorders, and of, public 


calamities! O David! O Solomon! 


too conſpicuous examples of this 


evil. 21 8 88 

Equally happy with David, and 
perhaps more happy than Solo- 
mon, whoſe repentance we are 
ignorant of, Lewis obtained the 
grace of acknowledging, and ex- 
piating his errors; and woe to 
thoſe who ſhall dare to reproach 
his memory with faults which 
the divine clemency hath par- 


Pw _ 1... Ü 7 7˙7˙˙ ‚ß‚ %;! ⁰ ¼ m è ‚̃ ꝗ̃A . ˙ m we ec. — e — ——: at a; 


ar- 


doned. For us, let us caſt a re- 


ſpectful veil over the faults of 
our father; let us lament the un- 


happineſs of princes, let us la- 


ment the temptations which be- 
ſiege thrones, and which have 


made ſo many kings to go aſtray. 


Alas! who are not ſuſceptible of 


prophane love, above all when in- 
flamed by the proud and ambiti- 
ous, by the ambitious of domi- 
neering over the heart of princes, 
and of. governing thoſe who go- 
vern empires? How {ſhall a man, 
weak like the reſt of human kind, 
whom voluptuouſneſs attacks by 


every ſenſe, and who ſees none 


but ſuch whoſe looks conſpire to 
pleaſe him, and who ſeems to 
be the only aim of all thoſe darts 
inflamed by the enemy of ſalva- 
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tion; how, without a prodigy of 


grace and virtue, can he eſcape 
ſuch great dangers? How ſhall 


he be able to reſiſt the ſeduction 
of thoſe perfidious flatterers, who 


blow guilty fires into his heart, 
from every quarter? whether it be 
to authoriſe their weakneſſes by a 
great example, or to infinuate 
themſelves into his favour by their 
mean complaiſance; or to divert 
him from buſineſs by the difli- 
pation of pleaſures, that they 


may have the greater aſcendant 


over his power and authority; 
they are not afraid to ſacriſice the 
glory and ſoul of their maſter to 
their vile intereſts! 


What ſhall I ſay further of 


thoſe, whoſe conſcience and ho- 
nour would be ſhocked to debaſe 
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| themſelves with thoſe ſhameful 
þ intrigues ; but who bluſh not to 
| | bow the knee before the idols 
| which princes have erected: O 1g- 
> | nominy! O debaſement of courts! 
t, Will they ſay they cannot refuſe 
e | that deference to their maſters? 
2 | The wiſe know how to honour 
e | their maſters without flatrering 
ir | their paſſions: the pride of his 
rt | foul would be humbled to obtain 
1- | their favour at that price; and the i 
y | moſt brilliant titles become tarni- | 
nt | ſhed in his eyes, if they are ob- 1 
7; | tained by diſhonourable ſervili- | 
he | ties, unworthy of his glory and 1 
to | His virtue. What dangerous illu-. 

ſion for a prince, to ſee the moſt 

of illuſtrious names of Bis empir E, 

0- to ſee men, diſtinguithed by their 

iſe | dignities, by their exploits, and 
* 


— 
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perhaps, even by the reputation 
of their virtue, authoriſe and en- 
noble his weakneſſes, by the 
meanneſs of their homages? Un- 
happy princes! yet more deſerv- 
ing of compaſſion than cenfure ; 
unmerciful cenſurers, place your- 
ſelves amid the ſame fnares, amid 
the ſame rocks, what ſoul is ſuffi- 
ciently pure, ſufficiently firm in 
virtue, not to tremble with terror! 
“If a man be overtaken in a fault, 
ye who are ſpiritual, reſtore him 
in the ſpirit of meeknefs.” * 
And when I think that all thoſe 
dangers are ready to environ the 
children of LEWIS: when I think 
of all thoſe ſeducers, ready to 
tempt and corrupt the amiable 


Vos qui ſpirituales eſtis, reprehendite in 
piritu lenitatis. Gal. cap. 6, v. 7. 
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_ purity of their manners: O prin- 


ces, more expoſed than all other 


men to the impoſtures of voluptu- 


ouſneſs, guard your heart !> The 
matter concerns not only your 


ſalvation and your glory, but the 
ſalvation and glory of a great na- 


tion, of which your manners are 
going to become the model. Let the 
examples that you have had juſt 
now before your eyes, add double 
vigour to your vigilance. O God! 
condeſcend to watch thyſelf from 


the high heavens over manners, 
ſo important to the happineſs and 
ſalvation of thy people; let the 
union and inviolable fidelity of 
en n be for ever the 


» Cuſtodite foirirum 1 
Malach. cap. 2, v. 15 et TA 


3 
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rule of manners, the pledge of 


the concord of empires, and of 
F felicity. 

If LREwIs hath had the unhap- 
pineſ sto go aſide from thoſe ho- 
ly laws, do not believe that he 
ever loſt the ſentiment of virtue, 


and that he rendered his conſci- 


ence incapable of repentance. My 


God! a heart that thou haſt form- 


ed for thyſelf, cannot find reſt 
without virtue and thy grace. 
Thou didſt permit, that the throne 
with all its glory, could not ren- 
der him happy; and that the 

ſweetneſs of pleaſures themſelves, 
became a gnawing worm to that 
upright ſoul.*. How many times 
did he try to return to n and to 


Et dulcedo Wine vermes. 
| Job, cap. 24. v. 20. 


N Az 
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virtue? And who knows.not the 
alarms of his ſeducers, above all 
at the approaches of holy ſolem- 
nities? how did they then redou- 
ble their dark intrigues, to diſ- 
tract him from that falutary 
thought? Let us bleſs God, who 
never withdrew from the heart 
of Lewis the laſt of his graces, 
the laſt virtue of ſinners, the grade 
of remorſe. 7 

At laſt the moment 8 
when God fixes the irreſoluti- 
ons of that ſoul, for ſo long a 
time agitated; but to operate the 
ſalvation of the king in what man- 
ner hath: the Lord ftruck ! It was 
then his will that death ſhould 
approach Lzwis in the moſt 
terrible form. That auguſt brow, 
on which was painted clemency 

F 4 
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and majeſty, 15 now only an ob- 


je& of horror and pity. With all 
his glory, the moſt powerful 
king in the world languiſhes not 
to be known amidſt his court. 


Great God! it was thy will to 


exerciſe at once on the perſon 
of Lewis, two great judgments; 
a judgment of juſtice, and a judg- 
ment of clemency. Thou didſt 
exert upon his body all the ri- 


gour of thy juſtice, for his ſoul 


thou didft reſerve thy clemency : 
and the day of vengeance 1s the 
day of ſalvation. 


But what danger, more terri- 


fying than the contagion itſelf, 


which devours him! Alas! all 
ſeem to conſpire to rob the King 


of the knowledge of his danger. 
Behold how intrigue purſugs 


006 I is at ts ek” 


1 * 


p 
. 


alone the ſalvation of the king. 
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kin gs even among the ſhadows 
of death, and how it continues to 


form a barrier around their death- 


bed, to hinder truth even to their 
end, from coming to their ears. O 


| if Lewis had been ſurpriſed by 
death in that fatal ſecurity— 
That thought makes me ſtill to 


ſhudder. God, who ſaveth kings e, 
forſake not a prince who hath 


placed his hope in thee! 


We muſt ſay here loudly, for 
the glory of the Lord, and the ho- 


nour of the king, that the King 


was only determined by the inte- 
rior movement of grace, it was 
the will of God to operate himſelf 


In the moment his faihkul ferv- ; 


1 5 
* i 


1 Deus, qui das ſalutem 13 
5 N Pal. 143, v. 10. 


ants determined at laſt to vanquith 


all obſtacles, and, as the prophet, 
ſay to him ; © Prince, forget the 
earth, think no more but of cter- 
« nity ©;” he ſpared their ſenfibility 
the pain of performing this do- 
lorous duty. LEWIS is his own 
prophet. After having broken the 
fatal tye which enchained his 
Heart, he invoked the aſſiſtances 
and the conſolations of religion; 
with profound ſentiments of faith 
and ſorrow, he applied to him- 
felf the lamentations of the peni- 
tent king! With what bitterneſs 
did he review in his ſoul all the 
years of his life, the ſins of the 
man, and the ſins of the prince! It 
was his will, that the regrets with 
which his Heart was penetrated, 


- + Niſpone domui tuae. Iſai. c. 38, v. 1. 


th 


V. 1. 
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ſhould reſound in the midſt of his 
palace; his weakneſs rendered him 
unable to expreſs himſelf; it was 
his will that the pontiff, who pre- 
ſented to him the pledge of di- 
vine reconciliation, ſhould be the 
interpreter of his penitence; he 
defired that he ſhould proclaim 
ſolemnly, in preſence of all his 
court, the reparation which he 
owed to his people; and that fame 
ſhould publiſh it to the extremi- 
ties of his Kingdom. 
After a ceremony, which, by 
its appearance, brings trouble and 
terror into the moſt conſtant ſouls, 


contemplate the tranquillity of 


the king: did it not appear that 
the calm of his foul had gone 
even into his external ſenſes? At 
that inſtant there are A 
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gleam of hope. The moment | 
LEtw1is was reſtored to virtue, you | 
would have believed that he 
would be alſo reſtored to life. | 
Vain hope! the terrible ſym- 
ptoms announced the approach 
of his departure! Fear not that 
terror dejected the ſoul of Lewis. 
No, ye natives of France, no ; 
your kin g did not derogate from 
the courage of his auguſt race; 
he died not as the weak are ac- 
cuſtomed to die; he himſelf de- 
manded that ſacrament, ſo conſol- 
ing to faith, but ſo terrifying to 
nature; he preſented his languiſh- 
ing members to the holy anoint- 
ings; he joined, with his dying 
voice, in the prayers of the church, | = 
and his laſt ſighs were the fighs of | 
penitence, and of truſt in the di- 


%%ͤT ̃ꝗ]ſ ! ]]!!! «. oe: 2, 
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vine clemency: © The king hath 
put his truſt in the Lord, in the 


t“ mercy of the Moſt High, and he 


„ ſhall not be moved.” * 


But when I think of the ſeve- 
rity of the judgments reſerved for 


the powers of the earth, when I 


repreſent to myſelf the ſoul of a 
king, the ſoul of a man, environed 
to his laſt moment, with the pa- 
rade of majeſty, and who imme- 
diately appeared, ftript of his 


power, trembling and palpitating, 
before the tribunal of eternal ma- 


jeſty >: when I think of the ter- 
rible threatenings that Heaven 
hath pronounced againſt ſinners, 


* Quoniam rex ſperat in Domino, et in 
miſericordia Altiſſimi non commovebitur. 
Pfal. 20, v. 8. 
b Illic reges horrendi, nudo latere yarns 
tabunt. Hieronym, 
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of ſome moments, after a reign of 
fifry-nine years? Chriſtians, we 
know the awful anathemas with 
which the Lord hath threatened 
a late repentance; and may Hea- 
ven preſerve us from relaxing 
the principles of pure morality, 
even for the honour and memory 
of the king. But we know al- 


ſo the all-powerfulneſs of grace; 


and although the converſion of a 


dying ſinner is perhaps one of 


the greateſt prodigies, my God 
we dare believe, that thou haſt 
wrought this in favour of Lewis. 
But let not this example authoriſe 
_ preſumption. Where are thoſe 
who can flatter themſelves, that 


they unite ſo many titles to ob- 


who give only their laſt fighs to 
virtue! for what is the penitence 
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tain this grace? I place not my 


hope of the ſalvation of the king, 


in that power which dazzles men: 
without doubt, God reſpects not 


the grandeur of the perſon; and if 
he ſhows favour to any, it is to the 


weakeſt: I truſt in that meekneſs, 
that clemency, which formed the 
character of LEWIS, and which 
are ſo dear to our God: I truſt 


in that pure and unalterable faith, 


which he preſerved amidſt the 
errors of his age; and in that 
conftant fidelity with which he 
practiſed the whole exerciſe of re- 
ligion, from his moſt tender in- 
fancy, even to his laſt ſigh: Itruft 
in that ſpark, that precious ſpark 
of virtue, which was always pre- 
ſerved at the bottom of his heart, 
and which nothing ever extingui- 


a” 
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ſhed: in fine, I reſt my hope for the 
ſalvation of the King, on the con- 


tinual prayers of all his people. 


Lord, thou knoweſt how dear the 


ſoul of our king was to us; thou 
knoweſt with what ardor all of 
us requeſted his falvation. Yes, 
we dare hope, that thou haſt not 
rejected his tears as the tears of 
thoſe proud kings, whoſe peni- 
_ tence thou haſt rejected: the 
time was ſhort, but the operation 
of grace was ftrong ; where ſin 
Hath abounded, thou haſt made 
thy grace to ſuper-abound.® 
The gloomy day, the fatal hour 


is come, when France prepares 


to render her laſt homage to 
her king. Already LEWIS XIV 


gratia. Rom. cap. 5. v. 20, 


d Ubi abundavit delictum, ſuperabundavit 


O. 


OF LEWIS XV. 97 


hath yielded his place to LEWIS 
XV: his coffin is already tranſ- 


ported to the inmoſt of thoſe fu- 


neral vaults, and LEWIS THE 


GREAT hath ſeemed to die a ſe- 
cond time. Ye great of the king- 


dom, Commanders of legions, 
come and bring into this inſatia- 


ble gulf, in which the glory and 
majeſty of your maſters is going 


to be abſorbed; come, and bring 


the ſpoils of royalty, the ſceptre, the 


crown, the purple, the trophies, the 
ſtandards : come, preſent to the 
dead theſe auguſt offerings, be- 
dewed with your tears: Come, 
and pay unto the Lord your God, 
let all that be round about him 
* Venite, et reddite Domiud Deo veſiro; 
omnes qui in circuitu ejus affertis munera. 


2 | „ v. 12. 
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bring preſents:” come, and trem- 
ble before the tetrible God, who 
takes away the life of princes; 
before God, terrible to the kin ng3 
of the earth. 

Alas! when you have fulfilled 
theſe melancholy duties to your 
king, when that funeral pomp, 
the laſt parade of his power, the 
laſt glimpſe of his glory; when 
that vain pomp hath diſappeared; 
what remains of the magnificence 
of his throne? a funeral lamp, a 


-gloomy veil, a profound filence, 


interrupted only by the prayers of 
ſolitary perſons, who come to pray 
upon his tomb. You are going to 
fee a remain of parade follow him 
to the tomb: vain ſhadow : <his 


© Neque defcendet cum eo gloria ejus. 
Pſa. 48, v. 16. 


— 
— 
— 
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glory will not deſcend with him. 
A mournful voice is going to 
cry, LEWIS XV is dead; and the 
ſame voice, elevated at the ſame 
inſtant, announces, with the ſound 


of warlike inſtruments, the power 


and glory of his ſucceſſor. Thus, 


human kind, unhappy even a- 


midſt your pomps, you cannot 
hinder yourſelves from proclaim- 
ing your NOTHINGNESs: thus, 
a reign, a generation paſſeth; an- 


other reign, another generation 


cometh; and what is the fruit of 


all the labours with which men 
torment themſelves under the 


{un ? ? 


* Quid hubs amplius homo, de univerſa, 
labore quo laborat ſub ſole? generatio prac. | 
terit, generatio advenit. Eco, cap. 17, v. 4, 
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LEWIS XV is no more! what 
cruel remembrance, and what 


wound has that death juſt now 
opened in our hearts? Alas! 
the firſt heir of his throne, that 


prince who ought to wipe away 
our tears, the wiſe and virtuous 
Dauphin, is no more; and we ſec 
in his place a king, who has hard- 
ly touched his fourth luſtre. Ye 
natives of France, comfort your- 
ſelves: we can this day ſay to you, 


as Ambroſe ſaid to the great men 


of the empire, while he preſented 
to them the ſon of Theodoſius on 
the tomb of his father: Let not 
the youth of your new king alarm 


you: the fidelity of the nation, and 


the virtue of the prince, are the 
maturity of kings. b 


» Non moveat aetas; fides militum, impe- 


"OY ET 6 OY 1 _—_ Lanke tn i -—_— — =, 
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Here, what happy preſentiment 
comes to elevate our hope! Acroſs 
thoſe funeral ſhadows, which now 
environ us, what mild light ap- 


pears to our eyes! France, ſuſpend. 


for an inſtant your melancholy 


thoughts. What happy future time 
does Lewis XVI prepare for his 
kingdom! May the perverſe, may 


flatterers fly far from the prince. 
Ye men of virtue, ye true ſages, ye 
true heroes, make haſte to ſur- 
round the throne of your young 


maſter. He who loves purity of 
heart, ſhall be the friend of the 


king <. He hath ſad aftera en 


ratoris actas perfella eſt, perfecta aetas ubi 
| perfecta virtus. 
rene e rc. in ; Orat. de obitu Theod. 


Qui diligit munditiam cordis, babebit 
amicum regem. Prov. cap. 2 2, v. 11. 
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prince, My eyes look for the faith- 
ful of the land, that they may fit 


by my ſide : the proud eye, and 


the inſatiable heart, ſhall never 
be admitted into my familiarity *, 
the mean detractor {hall be always 
ſtruck with my indignation ® : 
he who walks in the path of ho- 
nour and virtue, behold the man 
who ſhall have the confidence of 
his prince. While the king pre- 
pares the happineſs of his people, 
in his auguſt ſecret councils, the 
companion of his throne places 
her glory in conquerin g hearts 


1 Oculi mei ad fideles terrae, ut ſedeant 
mecum. Pſa. 100, v. 6. ION 

Superbo oculo et inſatiabili corde cum 
hoc non edebam. Ibid. 

d Petrahentem ſecreto proximo ſuo hunc 
perſequebor. Ibid. 
e Ambulans in via ne neee hic mihi mi- 
niſtrabit. Ibid. 


| 
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to him, by that amiable popula- 
rity, Which has ſo great an em- 

pire over the French. Already I 
believe I hear that people, that 
good people, ſo worthy of being 
happy, I think I hear them cry a- 
midſt their naive tranſports of joy: 
How have the exacters, how have 
the tributes ceaſed to overload 
our weakneſs?* Lewis XVI hath 
accompliſhed the deſires of LKW is 


; XV. Ye Natives of France, amidſt 
your mourning, applaud your 


new maſter; mix with your ſighs 

a ſhout of chearfulneſs.* 

| But let not that new light, 
which ariſes over our heads, make 


2 * Quomodo ceſſavit exactor, quievit tribu- 
tum. Iſaiah, cap. 14, v. 4. | 
„ -4* Canetis buccina, atque dicetis vivat rex. 


3 Reg. cap. 1, v. 34. 
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us forget that juſt now loſt in the 
night of the tomb. Supreme 
Judge of the living and the dead, 
on this day ſuffer: France to ad- 
dreſs to thee for LRwIS, the fune- 
ral ſong, with which Iſrael ad- 
_ dreſſed thee at the obſequies of 
David: > Lord remember LEwIS 
in all his mildneſs. See the chiefs 


"= 


of thy people aſſembled around 


the ſad remains of their maſter. 


Alas! they can ſerve him here- 


after only by their vows and their 
tears. Let thy mercy accompany 
our prayers; Remember LEWIS; 


remember his faith, remember | 
his penitence; remember all his | 


meekneſs.b 
& Remember alſo Sg ſon and 


| * We esto Domine, David, et omnis 


manſuetudinis ejus. Pſa, 131, v. 1. 


5 


11 - youth | behold how thou ha 


* 
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ſucceſſor of-Lew1s; he can ſay to 
thee, as the ſon and ſucceſſor of 

David, in the moment in which 
he aſcended the throne of his fa- 
ther: Lord, in my moſt tender 
pla- 


ced me at the head of 
powerful people in cer world.” 
e Condeſcend, Lord, condeſcend-to 
be the guardian of his younger 


years. Preſerve a king fo pre- 


before thee, by the qualities he 


promiles, preſerve him from che 
ſnares. which are going to be 


ſpread: for his uprightneſs, for lis 


candor. for his faithrhis manners, 
and his juſtice: preſetrve in that 
voung ſoul this firſt fervor of ho- 
io pur, of virtue, of religion, and of _ 
63723 Reg: cap: 4, _ S021; S129 5 
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_©hymaniry-'! Suffer nothing ever 
to ſhake that will, firm and — 
termined; the hope of the na 
tion, which alone can repreſs * 


- buſes, and repair our evils. Let 


France be truly governed by the 
eye of her maſter, by the ſon and 
heir of kings, to whom ſhe hath 
committed her deſtiny; by him 
vho is the moſt intereſted to ren- 
der her happy, and can only be 
' happyhimſelf by our felicity. Caſt 
à look of mercy on the fad. re- 
mains of the eighteenth centur 
grant that our new king may de- 
liver us from the diſorders and 
errors Which have been the miſ- 
Z's forun&6f this unhappy age. Bleſs 
the precautions he has NOW taken 
wich his auguſt brothers, to pre- 
ferye chem from the cruel conta 
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gion, which has juſt now rob- 
bed us of his grandfather. Pro- 


long the years of the king from 


generation to generation e; and, 
ance it is neceſſary that all muſt 
end, and princes;: like others of 
human kind, come to be loſt i in 
] the abyſs of Ss tomb; O OL | 
0 who holdeſt in thy hands the 


days of people and kings, refuſe 
not at leaſt to our young monarch, 
and his auguft family, the fall 
number of Fears which weak 
mortals can enjoy. 


May it ſo be. 


1 "Diva ſuper dies regis 3 8 annos 
<jus uſque in diem gonerationas « et generatio- 


5 nis. Pſa. 60, v. 7. 
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ge loa che 

x e, 9 8485 =] 
1H A VE read, by er a of! my Lord Chancellor, a 
+ manuſcript, entitled, TAE FunkRAL Onarion or 
- Lewis XV; pronounced by my Lord the Biſhop/ of 
Senez. That diſcourſe appears to me worthy, of the 
© ſubje&; and ſuitable to the reputation the illuſtrious 
Author hath juſtly acquired, in the chair of truth, by 

{re peat pork elogpener,.; ee Angall en 17os; 


EIT LCP 6 — RivauLBR, Royal Cenſor. 
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